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THREE TO BE INDUCTED INTO
BALLOONING HALL OF FAME

Spring/Summer 2014

INDIANOLA SUMMER BALLOON ACTIVITIES
July 24-August 2: National Balloon Museum and gift
shop, special hours, also gift shop at Balloon Field
July 25: Opening of National Balloon Classic
July 26: Parade; 11 a.m., “People’s Choice”, City square,
July 25-Aug. 2: Morning Flights, Aprox. 6:30 a.m.
Evenings: entertainment-varies; Flights, Aprox. 6:30 p.m.
( All flights subject to weather (wind, rain, etc.)
July 27: Hall of Fame Observance - Museum, 1 p.m.

DETAILS for Museum (515) 961-3714 (NBM)
DETAILS for Ballooning (515) 961-8415 (NBC)
Nikki Caplan

Chauncey Dunn

THE SKY’S THE
LIMIT!

Don Piccard

Three balloonists, Nikki Caplan, Chauncey Dunn
and Don Piccard will be inducted into the U. S. Ballooning Hall of Fame at the National Balloon Museum
on Sunday July 27, 2014 at 1:00 p.m.

Indianola’s Chamber of Commerce Tourism Committee (ITC)
has announced an special/project
for the area called “The Sky’s the
Limit”. Miniature metal balloons
about 4 feet high on concrete bases were commissioned by the
ITC. They were designed by Troy
Williams and prepared for installation by Williams Machine Shop
in Lacona.

Nikki Caplan was an Analytical Drug Chemist,
chemistry professor, radio broadcaster, and ultimately
became known as a professional balloonist for both
hot air and gas balloons. She obtained her first balloon in 1968 and was the first balloon pilot in the state
of Missouri, flew in many places around the world,
trained many people to fly, did much to promote ballooning and develop safe ballooning practices.

Sponsorships of various amounts will be offered to businesses and others who will then secure artists to decorate
their balloon as they choose. The sponsor’s name will be
cut into the base of the balloon. Names will be listed in
any publicity given to the project and on a plaque in the
Museum. You may contact the Indianola of Commerce
Chamber at indianolachamber.com for current detailed
information.

Chauncey Dunn first had a career in Real Estate
but at age 40 retired from that and devoted most of his
time to ballooning. He had his solo flight in 1970.
Chauncey was responsible for bringing hot air ballooning to Colorado and in 1970 became president of
American Balloon Adventures Ltd. He flew balloons
all around America and set a number of record flights.

At least 10 balloon sculptures have been reserved so
far. One will be shared by the Balloon Museum and the
National Balloon Classic (NBC), the artist for our balloon is
Joe Jones. Special events at the time during the Classic
begin on July 25 with a display on the square to begin a
“People’s Choice” competition. Visitors will also be able to
vote for their favorite design from pictures and listings in
NBC publicity such as the special event newspaper
handout.

Don Piccard, son of famous balloonists, Jean Felix Piccard and Jeanette Piccard, had his first balloon
ride with his mother at age 7 and received his gas balloon pilot certification in 1947. He grew up to become
a salesman, professional balloonist, commercial balloon pilot and balloon manufacturer. He did much to
promote the sport of ballooning and is referred to by
many as the father of modern hot air ballooning. He
also developed many safety features for balloons.

Plans are to prepare an ongoing “BalloonScape” to
be assembled on Museum grounds to welcome visitors
through the year. Columns will be installed for each balloon by Troy Williams with landscaping by “Busy Bee”.
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VOLUNTEER MATTERS . . . BECAUSE VOLUNTEERS MATTER
FAREWELL AND BEST WISHES
EXTENDED TO MUSEUM INTERN

Volunteers assisting with deep cleaning and painting of floors in
the older bathrooms included Gil and Becky Wigeland, Marlene
Wall, and Austin Hennings. Donated Coat racks were repaired and
painted and rear storage room also was worked on. Museum
Board president Nancy Griffin from Colorado has worked organizing
files; and her husband, Dan, has redone the phone System during
visits here. Denny Anderson and the Museum Board members
have been involved in coordination of building repair and upkeep.
Bev Koehlmoos serves as secretary of the Museum Board and
has been working on entering items for the gift shop computer. She
and Barb Baldwin, Barb Van Sickle, Linda Nicholson/ Mary Lou
Staubus and Bev Wilson have each scheduled workers, during the
last six months, and they and many other faithful volunteers served
over 550 hours during February-March and more in April and May.

Austin Hennings, Simpson College
student in marketing and communications, has been working as an intern at
the Balloon Museum since January
2014 faithfully pedaling in all kinds of
weather, and keeping up with studies
and basket ball at Simpson, graduated
on May 5. Thanks, Austin!
A native of Council Bluffs, Austin is the son of Kris and Ted
Hennings, and has two teen-aged sisters, Hannah and Miranda.
The college's Center for Vocation and Integrative learning programs are meant to give students some experience in their fields
and experience ice working with supervisors and co-workers.

James H. Weinman, a leader in establishing the National Balloon Museum and promoting Ballooning in Indianola died Feb. 6, 2014.
Jim worked on plans for a balloon museum
with the Balloon Federation of America in
1975, and in 1977 became chair of the Museum Committee. Later he became a member of
and chair of the Museum Board of Directors.
He is survived by his wife Maxine. She served
as Museum curator and gift shop manager.
They “retired” from museum work in 2003.

Curator Becky Wigeland says she has really enjoyed working
with Austin and especially his willingness to do whatever he was
asked to do with enthusiasm. His knowledge and skills in preparing items for media outlets and especially with the Go Pro camera system has been especially appreciated. His videos have now
been posted on You Tube. He also volunteered for some
“manual labor”, painting and working with displays.
Austin said he not only learned about items related to his career interests, but also learned about an interesting sport/hobby
and worked with some passionate people. He is now applying to
graduate schools to continue his education, possibly in Mankato ,
Minnesota. We wish him well in his future endeavors.

A memorial service for Kevin D. Wall, son of Marlene Wall, vice
president of the Board, was in December. Kevin participated in ballooning in his younger days and was a teacher in Illinois. He and
son, Santago, assisted Marlene with the Field gift shop last year.

BFA NATIONAL BOARD WELCOMED TO BALLOON MUSEUM

A meeting of the Board of directors of the Balloon Federation of America (BFA) was held recently in Indianola. Sharon Ripperger, BFA
Office Manager, hosted the group at the national office site in the National Balloon Museum in the “Harwell De Moss Memorial Library. The
board has two face-to-face meetings a year, with one usually held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, other meetings are by conference call.
Pictured above are those who attended. They are, left to right: Scott Wooge, MO, David Rapp, MO, Dean Carlton, IL, Cheri White, TX. Troy
Bradley, CT, Katie Griggs, NV, Sam Parks, NC, and Maury Sullivan, OH. Drew Egerton NC and Chase Donner, GA were not present.

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE AT THE MUSEUM: Join as a member, give donations of money, materials or your time on a one-time
specific project or on a regular basis. You are invited to visit with the Curator, Becky Wigeland, or the Assistant to the Curator, Dennis
Nicholson, to consider possible areas where you can help and learn of training that is available. Perhaps you would like to ask a friend
to join you as a team. In-Kind Gifts are also welcomed and recognized. Ask for further information at (515) 961-3714.
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THROUGH THE BLUE DOORS

OTHER GROUPS VISIT THE MUSEUM

By Beverley Wilson,
Volunteer/Tours Coordinator

Other groups meeting at the Museum recently included the
Monday Club, a woman’s book club who were informed about
the museum and its library by volunteer Bev Wilson. Bev is a
member of that group as are other museum volunteers Eleanor
Smith, Linda Nicholson, Paula Arand and Lois Godwin.

With the January respite concluded, the Blue Doors opened
again to visitors from here and abroad. Guests from the surrounding states of Minnesota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas,
Missouri, Illinois and Wisconsin were joined by those from California, Oregon, Washington, New Mexico, Nevada, Texas, Arizona, Oklahoma, Colorado, Louisiana, Georgia, Virginia, North
Carolina, Rhode Island, Michigan and Ohio. AND Japan! Add
in a healthy dose of Iowans, including hometown folks, and the
doors have been swinging these past four months.

Becky Wigeland hosted an Iowa Regional Education STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Advisory Committee. Becky was recently asked to join the committee which seeks
to encourage students in activities that may interest them in the
STEM vocations. Our programs presented to youth and Girl
Scout troops and with the science center can be related to STEM
objectives which are featured in Iowa schools..

Reservations for tours are arriving daily. The Hawkeye
Buick Car Club and the Traditions Children’s Center visited in
April. Twenty-one well-behaved five year olds from the center
came to meet Yo-Yo the Clown, and to learn about the very first
balloon ride (and the animals who were the test pilots) and to
enjoy a “colorful” time in the children’s room.

PUBLIC MAY SCHEDULE MUSEUM FACILITIES
The Conference Room at the Museum is available for use
of small community groups.
Contact Becky Wigeland at (515) 961-3714 for details..
When inquiring about Museum Tours for groups, reservation forms are now provided on our web site at:
http//www.nationalballoonmuseum.com\

Several children’s tours are on the calendar for the summer
months. A choice volunteer opportunity is open to anyone who
would enjoy sharing the treasures of the museum with young
children. Applications are encouraged! Talk with Becky
Wigeland or Bev Wilson about helping kids have fun at the
museum.

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIPS INVITED
A new opportunity for businesses who would like to support
the National Balloon Museum has been inaugurated . These special people are asked to give $400 per year to support the efforts
of the museum. Free admission tickets will be given for corporate members to distribute to customers and they will be recognized on site. Current Corporate members include Downing Construction, Greater Iowa Credit Union and Crouse Café. We thank
them for their involvement would hope that others might consider
becoming a Corporate Member!

MUSEUM HOSTS “MORNING MINGLE”.
A gathering for Chamber of Commerce members on March
28 was hosted at the museum by the Museum and National
Balloon Classic. Balloon Cookies and other refreshments were
served to about 50 persons. Some had never visited the museum before and others hadn’t distinguished between the functions and services of the hosts for the day, the National Balloon
Museum, National Balloon Classic and the Balloon Federation
of American, all of who share space in the museum facility.

The museum remains an all-volunteer enterprise and is also
helped to remain open by office rents contributed by the National
Balloon Classic and by the Balloon Federation of America.

Below is a photo of the monthly event which is held to encourage socializing between Chamber members and community
support for local businesses and groups. More pictures can be
found on our Museum FaceBook page.

We also want to thank other businesses which have contributed in previous categories and invite continued participation.
individual and family memberships are also much needed and
appreciated .
Come in and see what your museum is doing!
FATAL BALLOON ACCIDENT REPORTED
Dan Kirk, longtime National Balloon Classic
pilot and friend of a number of local folks, recently was killed, along with two passengers, when
his balloon hit electrical wires and caught fire
and crashed in Virginia. Kirk was known for
proudly flying a “Support Our Troops” banner on
his balloon, “Starship” shown above. Remember Dan and “fly safe!”, everyone!
3

National Balloon Museum
P.O. Box 149
Indianola, IA 50125-0149
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MUSEUM SHEDULE
Regular Schedule May 1 Thru October 31
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.—4 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m.—4 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m.– 4:00 p.m.
Winter Schedule Hours: Nov, & Dec. and
February through April Daily - 1 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Closed All of January & major holidays
Tours by appointment

SOME THINGS TO DO AT THE MUSEUM

CL0YD COMPLETES CHARITY FLIGHT

WATCH FREE MOVIES (fresh popcorn for only $1)

In a previous newsletter in this space, plans that balloonist
Tim Cloyd shared were reported. He announced a second annual “Extreme Flight to Find a Cure”, a long distance winter hot air
balloon flight to raise funds for American Cancer Society research. Ballooning Magazine, Journal of the Balloon Federation
of America, reports the flight was held on Feb. 22, 2014 and was
6 hours in duration and 167 miles in length. (See picture and
article on p. 8 of the March/April 1914 issue.) Pre–flight donations raised over $5000 with more anticipated.

Wednesday, June 11 at l:00 p.m.
NIGHT CROSSING: 110 minutes
East German family makes their own balloon to attempt to
fly to freedom in the West. Exciting story!
Saturday, July 1 2 at 2 p.m.
FROM ARKEY TO ZODIAC: SPECIAL SHAPES
AROUND THE WORLD, 60 minutes
View on YouTube, or purchase a new video interview as curator
Becky Wigeland talks with Glen Moyer, editor of “Ballooning, the
Journal of the Balloon Federation of America”. Hear informative and amusing stories of sport, history, and science of ballooning.

VISITOR FROM JAPAN DESIGNING MUSEUM
FOR WORLD HOT AIR CHAMPIONSHIP CITY
The National Balloon Museum recently hosted Toru Ajisaka,
professor of Architectural Design at Kagoshima University in Japan, and is also a balloonist. He is designing a ballooning museum for Saga, Japan, host of the World Hot Air Ballooning championships in 2004. He wanted to see how our museum was set up.
Iowa balloonist Jim Thompson attended a previous event at Saga
which was has been named the host city for the 2016 World
Championships. Many pictures and much information was
taken home by our visitor.

 Peruse many more resources on “Balloon Pioneers” and other

topics available in the library.

 Look for new and refreshed displays on many ballooning topics.
 Read or research in the library, or check out a book.
 Bring the little ones for some fun time in the children’s room.
 Shop in the Gift Shop.
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