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PRESERVING BALLOONING HISTORY— 
HALL OF FAME INDUCTION IS JULY 28, 2013 

       Dennis Floden                   Bill Murtorff                 Clayton Thomas 
 

     The three honorees chosen for the 2013 induction into the 
U. S. Ballooning Hall of Fame are Dennis Floden (“Capt. 
Phogg®”), Bill Murtorff, and Dr. Clayton Thomas. 
 

     Dennis Floden, successful in insurance and financial 
management, has also been a flying instructor and 
competitor, He was national champion in 1971, and was the 
first  World Hot Air Balloon Champion.   Seeing opportunity to 
provide exposure for products and services, he developed 
corporate balloon programs for a number of companies 
including Kellogg (remember Tony the Tiger?), then sold and 
manufactured balloons.  Dennis retired to Anna Marie Island 
in Florida.  He plans to attend the presentation. 
 

     Bill Murtorff was another  standout balloonist.  He began 
flying lessons in 1971 and achieved over 3800 flights in just 
about every possible flight condition.  In the late 70s and early 
80s he served two terms on the FBA board, with 2 years as 
president.  He is the only pilot to have participated in all 26 
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiestas and published a 
Houston Balloon Association newsletter for more than 20 
years.  At the time of his death,  Tom Hamilton remembered 
Murtorff in Balloon Life  and quoted him as saying, “I always 
tried to get the stories that others were afraid to print.”  He 
had retired in Mexico and died in 1998. 
 

     Dr. Clayton Lay Thomas  is unable to attend the 
Induction Ceremony but received the plaque recently at a 
special recognition in Massachusetts.  The “Dare-Devil 
Doctor of Dingley  Dell”  was born in Illinois in 1921, earned 
his medical degree from the Medical College of Virginia, and 
a M.P.H. degree from Harvard University School of Public 
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 Health.  In the Navy he participated in sports parachuting 
and was involved early on in sports medicine and the Olym-
pics.   He and wife Margaret Ann , who had been a steward-
ess for TWA, have four children, all of whom became certified 
commercial balloon pilots.  One has a ballooning business.  
Another operates a repair station and the Balloon School of 
Massachusetts at Dingley Dell at Brimfield.   
    An unusual part of his medical career included  time with 
Tambrands Incorporated™ where he contributed to the de-
sign and manufacture of Tampons.  Dr. Thomas has also 
served as a U.S. Navy Flight surgeon and was an  instructor 
in the US. Naval School of Aviation Medicine and had posts 
in public health and population research. 
    In the infancy of modern hot air ballooning, he participated 
in development of techniques which contributed to  safe flying 
today.  He  was certified as a pilot of gas balloons with heli-
um, logged approximately 1,800 hours as a commercial bal-
loon pilot and also flew single engine  planes and helicopters. 

NATIONAL BALLOON CLASSIC 

JULY 26-AUG. 3, 2013 

Flying 6:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.  

(Weather permitting) 
 

U. S. Ballooning Hall of Fame Induction 

Sunday, July 28, 2013 

OPEN HOUSE, 12 - 5 p.m.  INDUCTION 1 - 3:00 p.m. 

AT THE NATIONAL BALLOON MUSEUM 
Free Admission - Refreshments following ceremony 

 

 National Balloon Museum Hours During Classic 

Fri. July 26 through Sat. August 3 
9 a.m. -  5 p.m.  

JARWOSKI NAMED FOR YOST AWARD 
     Rich Jaworski of Blair, Nebraska as been named winner of the     
Balloon Federation of America’s Ed Yost Master Pilot Award, 
and will receive it during the Ballooning Hall of Fame program.  
Requirements include 40 years of Lighter Than Air  piloting experi-
ence and safe flying history.  A committee of three BFA past presi-
dents reviewed applications or nominations and made a recom-
mendation to the BFA Board of directors for the vote. 



WAYS TO PARTICIPATE AT THE MUSEUM:  Join as a member, give donations of money, materials or your time on a one-time 

specific project or on a regular basis.  You are invited to visit with the Curator, Becky Wigeland, or the Assistant to the Curator, Dennis 
Nicholson, to consider possible areas where you can help and learn of training that is available.  Perhaps  you would like to ask a friend  
to join  you as a team.   In - Kind Gifts are also welcomed and recognized.  Ask for further information at  515-961-3714. 

Marissa Kephart, 16, of Carlisle has been honored for her volun-
teer service with a Volunteer Service Award presented by Pru-
dential  Spirit of Community Award in the name of President   
Barak Obama.  The award recognizes Americans of all ages who 
have volunteered significant amounts of their time to serve their 
communities and their country.  Marissa earned her award by 
volunteering with a number of groups, including the National Bal-
loon Classic, and the Balloon Museum in 2011.  Congratulations!  
 

SPRING PROJECTS 
Thanks to Nancy Griffin (Museum Board President) and her hus-
band Dan who contributed 25 bags of red mulch and to Mike and 
Carol Polson who gave 15 more bags and also paid someone to 
come and trim trees.   
 

   And speaking of gardening, you should thank and get to know 
Damien Smith his younger sister, Anjae, and Paul Lamb who 
have done out door work this spring. and work faithfully at special 
projects indoors or out..  Damien has no tolerance for the fast-
growing weeds and he works hard at pulling them all out!!  Cura-
tor, Becky gives them some help and advice. 
 

FALL AND WINTER ACTIVITIES 
Decorations for Christmas were arranged by Auxiliary volunteers 
and  special discounts and items added to the festivities .      
January 8, volunteers gathered for a holiday dinner, at Crouses’ 
Café to share some fellowship together before coming back to  
some January special projects including heavy cleaning. 

A special nod of thanks to the staff at the Crouse Café for 

contributing food and location for a Museum winter fundraiser in 
February. A number of folks turned out on a very cold night to 
enjoy a spaghetti supper and fellowship.  Thanks  to all  who at-
tended, and volunteers who helped out. 
 

MUSEUM RECEIVES GRANTS FOR NEW COMPUTERS 
The Balloon Museum obtained 4 new computers valued at $4,122 
this past winter thanks to Grants from Warren County Philan-
thropic Partnership, $1,609, Henry & Mary Lou Staubus, $1,000, 
Tom Sheppard memorials, $765 and additional funds from Sandy 
Beukelman Memorial and software donated by Kelly Shaw.  This 
allowed us to upgrade the computers in the Children’s Learning 
Center with the office machines the new ones replaced.  The Gift 
Shop point of sale computer now has touch screen. 

VOLUNTEERS ANTICIPATE ANNUAL MEETING 
               

All  volunteers  are  invited  to  
attend  the  yearly  meeting  of   
the  Museum  Auxiliary  which 
is to be held  Tuesday, July 16 
at 7:00 p.m.  at the   Museum. 
New members of  the Auxiliary 
Board will be elected.   
Staci Scheurenbrand, the new 
Director of the National  Balloon  

Classic, (see above) will speak about plans for that upcoming 
event,  and  perhaps  another   speaker  unconfirmed  at   present.   
Refreshments and visiting will be included, so come and enjoy 
some time with your fellow volunteers and plan for future activities. 
 

CLASSIC TIME VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 

Paula Arand and Marlene Wall are buying interesting items for the  
Gift shop at the Classic Field,  Be sure and stop in to view their 
wares.  Your help is needed to work at the Field during  the Clas-
sic schedule.     
 

The Museum and Gift Shop will also need many volunteers,  es-
pecially during the early days and week-end of the Classic.  Sign 
up now to chose your favorite times and duties.  A sign up sched-
ule will soon be put out at the Museum.   Former volunteers and  
friends or family members could help with some  responsibilities, 
too, so please encourage them to join you. 
 

CHANGES FOR SOME OF OUR VOLUNTEERS  
 

Betty Crawford, long-time volunteer,  has resigned from the Bal-
loon Museum Auxiliary and as gift shop manager.. Betty has spent 
a lot of time entering inventory in the Point of Sale system and 
training others in its use, and previously volunteered for many 
years in a number of capacities.     
Carolyn Fellows has retired as a regular volunteer but hopes to 
return  during the Classic for this year.  Carolyn volunteers at her 
church and other organizations so she plans to keep busy.    
We recognize and thank them for their many years of service!   
 

OTHER NEWS OF VOLUNTEERS 
 

Barb Van Sickle and husband Marvin, celebrated their 60th anni-
versary June 9.   Marv was a long-time co-editor for the Auxiliary 
Airways.  Barb is currently vice president of the Auxiliary Board.  
They have headed the public relations volunteer staff at the Na-
tional Balloon Classic  for many years. 
Volunteer Barb Baldwin has qualified for her 50 hour name 
badge  and  continues  to  make  membership  contacts and  

  VOLUNTEER MATTERS. . . . . . . . . . . BECAUSE VOLUNTEERS MATTER! 
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New Touch Screen         Scanner for sales          Main New Office Computer 
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LOOK FOR NEW DISPLAYS  
 

Captain Phogg ® (aka Dennis Floden)  has notified the Museum 
he will soon send memorabilia  for a  new exhibit on early popular 
special shape commercial balloons. That will be in place soon. 
 

Three Special exhibits honoring this year's Hall of Fame honorees 
are now in place and/or being prepared. 
  

A display of several historical French lithographs of balloons do-
nated in memory of Charles Pugh of Alexandria, Virginia given by 
his widow, are on display near  the front entrance.   
(See below)                                        

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Photos are now being received from balloonists illustrating a 
new exhibit called, “Our Favorite Place to Fly” and why.  If 
you are a balloonist, do you have a photo and story to add?  
Tell us about your favorite place to fly. (See below)                                        

THROUGH  THE BLUE DOORS 
By Beverley Wilson, volunteer 
 

After a hiatus in January, when the blue doors of the Museum 
opened again in February the Museum was enjoyed by visitors 
from many neighboring states:  Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Mis-
souri and Nebraska. Others signing the guest register were from 
Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, New York, Florida, Cali-
fornia and Canada.  And, of course, guests from Indianola, Des 
Moines and other places in Iowa, came to experience “ the begin-
ning of the space age”. 
 

The museum staff is particularly pleased to host groups of young 
people.  For these tours, Al Appenzeller has been especially gen-
erous with his time and his balloon, explaining the art of balloon-
ing, the whens, wheres and hows of being a pilot, and concluding 
his demonstration with a generous blast of hot air from the burner 
(Stand back, kids!)  A super THANK YOU to “Crazy Al”. 

 

A group from Farnsworth Aerospace School of St. Paul, Minne-
solta. made a repeat visit this spring.  Their overnight trip included 
a stop at the Offutt Air Force base in Omaha, and concluded with 
their visit at the Balloon Museum.  Two bus loads with over fifty 
seven to nine-year-olds, each accompanied by an adult, packed 
the museum and listened attentively to Curator Becky  Wigeland 
as she introduced them to its many exhibits.  The scientific dimen-
sions of ballooning were of particular interest to these bright 
youngsters. 
 

Another repeat group was the Traditions Children’s Center of 
West Des Moines, Iowa.  These four and five year old children are 
treated to a less scholarly experience.  However, there’s plenty of 
fun to be had including a visit with Yo-Yo the Clown, the exhibit   
about the “Up” movie, and the children’s room.  The balloon basket 
there. with easily accessible entry, is a perfect photo-op site.  We 
recently received a pack of pictures of balloons which the students 
had designed and colored, along with a thank-you note.  

 

Through the Blue Doors, continued on top of next column> 

Other visitors were Diane and Tom King of Indianola 
and their granddaughter, Trinity Keller, who brought 
an unusual visitor: “Flat Marjorie”, in a variation the 
“Flat Stanley”, project in which children take a pa-
per replica of a child to community attractions and 
take pictures along the journey.   

 

The Pleasant View School from 
Trenton, MO. Included students 
from fifth to eighth grade.  They 
have been coming every  four 
years, evidence that  the  Muse-
um is a success in offering edu-
cational experiences of value for 
young people. 

Al Appenzeller explaining how balloons work 

French lithograph exhibit 

Trinity Keller 

Pleasant View School Group Photo 



National Balloon Museum 
P.O. Box 149 
Indianola, IA  50125-0149 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Indianola, IA 

Permit No. 204 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

MUSEUM  SCHEDULE   
   Regular Schedule May 1 Thru October 31 

Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.—4 p.m. 
  Saturday, 10 a.m.—4 p.m. 

Sunday 1:00 p.m.– 4:00 p.m. 
Winter Schedule Hours: Nov, & Dec. and  

February through April  Daily - 1 p.m. — 4 p.m.  
Closed All of January & major holidays 

Admission : adults $3.00,  children under 12,  free 
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BUILDING PROJECT NEARLY COMPLETED 
 

A current building project is  the north wall of the front mall. The 
window was replaced by a wall. The   regular wall will reduce 
energy use and sun damage and give more display area.  
Downing Construction of Indianola was the contractor and Sub-
Contractor was Reinier Construction of Des Moines.  

INTRODUCING THE CURRENT  NATIONAL BALLOON 
MUSEUM BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
    Directors are (with locations  given for those who are not from 
Indianola) President, Nancy Griffin of Ft. Collins, CO, Vice- presi-
dent, Marlene Wall,  Secretary, Bev Koehlmoos, Treasurer, Tim 
Brady of San Francisco, CA, Auxiliary Representative, Linda Ni-
cholson, Dennis Anderson of Ankeny; Scott Armstrong of Des 
Moines, Christine Bertsch, Dan Bertsch, Dick Drake of Rad-
cliffe, Iowa and Kelly Shaw.  Ex Officio are Becky Wigeland, Cu-
rator, and  Ken Walker, BFA rep of Waukesha ,Wisconsin.  Gift 
Shop Manager position is currently open.  Both Nancy and Tim are 
making special efforts.  Tim trained local assistants and Nancy has 
driven from Colorado for board meetings, staying for several days 
for work sessions and brought her husband to help, as well. Direc-
tors are all volunteers and serve at their own expense. Many of the 
members are balloonists and all have strong interest in ballooning.  
Since the Board of Directors is responsible for the administration 
of all funds received by the National Balloon Museum Inc., mainte-
nance of the building and assuring programming  that will preserve 
ballooning history, building a base for future support is a primary 
goal of the present board. Special thanks to Kelly Shaw for com-
puter soft ware and programming new computers and to Denny 
Anderson and Dan Griffin (husband of Nancy) for electrical and 
phone evaluation and computer update work, Scott Armstrong for 
designing the new brochure, and to Linda Nicholson and Marlene 
Wall  who currently assist the treasurer at the local level.   

 VISIT THE NATIONAL BALLOON 
 MUSEUM WEBSITE AT: 
 museum@nationalballoonmuseum.com 
 Or, point your wireless device to our  
 QR code at right. 

                  Before                                                     After 


